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Organization Summary:

Bird Studies Canada (BSC) is a national, not-for-profit organization whose mission is to advance the understanding, appreciation, and conservation of wild birds and their habitats in Canada and elsewhere. Most don’t realize just how valuable the many different bird species in Nova Scotia are. The truth is, they can give us loads of information and can serve as early warning signs to problems with the environment that we share with them. The decline of the endangered Peregrine Falcons taught us that DDT which we were spraying on crops was adding up in the tissues and muscle mass of organisms that consumed it which ultimately lead to its death. Today, a number of bird species are responding to what may be the greatest challenge that we as humans have to face, climate change. Therefore, it’s important that we learn as much as possible about these birds and their reaction to climate change so we can get a better understanding of exactly what is changing with the environment.


 BSC offers a number of opportunities for volunteers to get involved and just about anyone can do so! 
Want to get involved with the largest volunteer based environmental project in Atlantic Canada? Then grab a pair of binoculars and check out the Maritimes Breeding Bird Atlas (www.mba-aom.ca). This program aims to determine the distribution, abundance and status of birds in our area. The work done by volunteers such as you will be used to make importance conservation decisions about how to go about managing bird populations and their habitats for the next 20 years!

Project Nest Watch, also known as Project Feeder Watch is another way to get involved with bird studies without even having to leave your own back yard! There aren’t enough scientists who study birds in Nova Scotia to take counts of birds at each nest or those who visit bird feeders. (www.birdscanada.org/volunteer/pfw/)
Do you enjoy walking or hanging out at the beaches of Nova Scotia’s coastline in the summer? Then get involved with the Piping Plover Conservation Program (www.birdscanada.org/volunteer/nsplover/). BSC needs help with nest monitoring, habitat protection and overall outreach of the issue to those who do not know that a problem in the plover population exists. 

Looking to be more than a casual volunteer and want to gain skills in bird identification and banding? Long term volunteers at the Atlantic Bird Observatory sites in Bon Portage and Seal Islands do just that. Check out www.bsc-eoc.org/national/abo.html to learn more.
Contact Info

nsplovers@gmail.com
Nova Scotia Piping Plover Conservation Program
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