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Jeff Wentzell is a 24 year old currently living in Middleton, who grew up in Bridgewater, Nova Scotia. As a kid, he worked on the family farm and would also help other people sustain their own farmlands. This is something that is not overly common anymore. Later in life, he acquired a job working with his Father as an electrical contractor. 

Jeff said, “all my jobs were relatively easy to obtain due to the fact that they were all family based.” For a number of years, Jeff attended Nova Scotia Agricultural College and a division of the Nova Scotia Community College in the Annapolis Valley, with the AGRG (Atlantic Geomatics Research Group). This kick-started him into a career with the incubation project at the Annapolis Valley NSCC. He now works in the valley, trying to help sustain his community by making sure people have the opportunities they need and want in order to live in their rural area.

When asked about the topic of rural outmigration, Jeff said it wasn’t necessarily a bad thing. He says that it all depends on the individual and what their goals are in life. He said, “you have to know what you want before you migrate to seize an opportunity.” Depending on the person, they may move away for 5 years, gain experience, and then move back to their communities to start a family, business, etc.


He was then asked to think about this from a different perspective and put himself in the shoes of a teenager currently living in his community. He mentions that “depending on what you want out of a job, it may be difficult or it may be easy. For me, it would be difficult because I don’t see a whole lot of opportunity here.”

Jeff notes that communities are, and will always be changing. In the long run, he explained that some communities will suffer from rural out migration while others will benefit. Without youth, rural areas would lose their sense of unity.



