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Mader’s Refrigeration and Air Conditioning is a small but experienced operation out of New Germany, NS. With over 30 years of experience, Neil has been keeping his clients in Southwest Nova Scotia warm in the winter, and cool in the summer.

Neil Mader grew up in Barss Corner, about five minutes away from where he currently lives. As a kid, his father owned a convenience store and he worked there throughout his high school years. 

“I can remember the days when I used to buy a bag of chips for a nickel and a can of pop for a dime and fall asleep on the floor watching the hockey game”

After high school, Neil went into the refrigeration trade and now has over 30 years experience in the field. Before starting his own business, he was an employee for over 20 years with Halifax Heating & Air Conditioning. Neil now employs community college students through full time work and apprenticeship terms.


Neil said he knew many people who had already moved away to get better jobs that were not offered in their communities. He explained how he thought that this was the only choice for some people who have college education. Although he said this was a bad thing, he said it would be worse if these people stayed at home and became unemployed. 

“At least they’re fuelling the economy, whether it be at home, or someplace else in the world.”

Neil mentions that he didn’t have too much reason to worry about his community although he can remember the days when New Germany was a much more industrial place. Once upon a time New Germany had lots of grocery and clothing stores, even a movie theatre.

Neil doesn’t think that New Germany has been heavily affected by rural out-migration although he can see it becoming a ghost town in years to come.

