
Microbiologist – Ken Griffiths

by Lucas Mader

As a micro-biologist, Ken started operations in Digby and for three years has been trying to acquire government funding from ACOA. Ken explains that unless you’re a large corporation like Clearwater or Michelin, you are unable to get government funding, and that ADEDA is only concerned about importing business into Nova Scotia and not supporting the ones that already exist.
         
Ken says he completely understands why the youth are leaving rural Nova Scotia. There is nothing to do. As a microbiologist, he has never been able to find good work in the province. Ken is originally from Alberta and moved to Nova Scotia 12 years ago. In Alberta, he made more than $100,000 a year and believe it or not, after 12 years in Nova Scotia, Ken has barely made two years worth of his Albertan salary. He is now personally bankrupt due to the fact that he “stayed in Digby too long.”
  
Ken has his Bachelor of Science degree from Acadia University and has over 7 years lab experience in molecular micro-biology. In 2005, Ken applied at Acadia Sea Plants and soon found that they paid merely $13 per hour. While in Nova Scotia, being a micro-biologist wasn’t enough. Ken drove a truck part-time on the weekends just to support his wife and three kids. He even went so far as to drive a truck full time. Ken notes that he made $60,000-$70,000 annually driving a tractor trailer, compared to the most he had ever made doing micro-biology work in Nova Scotia - $32,000.

“15 years ago I would’ve encouraged kids to go to university, but now, I would do anything to keep them from going. Everyone who comes out of community college with a trade makes more money than those with a degree.”

In 2006, Ken ran in the federal election under his own party. Ken doesn’t believe that rural out-migration will improve any time soon with the current leadership we have. He hopes the federal and provincial government will soon start funding the small businesses in Nova Scotia.

“As long as the town and municipal government want the Digby area to be a retirement village for Americans and Europeans, that is all it will be.”

 Ken is now in Ottawa, trying to re-locate in the Ontarian economy. So far, in less than two weeks, he has successfully found 5 private sponsors for his new business and spent 12 years in Nova Scotia just looking for one.

