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George Rizsanyi is the owner of Rizsanyi Guitars in Pinehurst, Nova Scotia.
He was born in Hungary, but soon moved to Canada and spent his childhood days growing up in Ontario.

As a youngster, George did not enjoy being a construction worker or pumping gas and also “hated every second” of working at a GM automobile factory. For George it was easy to get these jobs, but his advice to the people who want jobs is that if you want something bad enough, it’s always out there for the taking.

In 1976, George found his true passion and started working with guitars. For 10 years, he was employed with another man, restoring and fixing old instruments brought in for repair. In 1985, George decided to take his experience and go big by opening up Rizsanyi Guitars. He is now recognized on a worldwide scale for making the all Canadian wood, “Six String Nation” guitar. The Royal Canadian Mint even commemorated him by making a coin in honour of his national journey. George specializes in acoustic guitars but also makes electric, flamenco, and classical guitars, along with mandolins. These hand-made guitars have been strummed by some very famous guitarists including James Taylor, Keith Richards, and Sting, to name a few.

When asked about the rural out-migration of youth, George said it was all about the path that the individual wanted to take. He inferred that after the youth leave, the communities will turn into ghost towns once the seniors pass away. He thinks that rural out-migration was once an issue for concern but is now calming down as he sees people starting to move into the area. George plans to continue making high-end guitars for a long time, and who knows might be the next big star to buy one?



