
Mader’s Clover Farm Market in Barss Corner.
By Lucas Mader


Mader’s Clover Farm Market has been cookin’ in Barss Corner for over 100 years! It employs a number of youth in a small rural community, and keeps its citizens well fed. Peter Mader is the owner of the Market, and he’s happy to give youth work opportunities in this small town.

Peter grew up in Barss Corner and still lives there. As a child and throughout his youth, he worked at his Dad’s convenience store (the one he currently owns). It was after high school that all of his siblings took their own paths in life and the family business looked to be doomed. Peter jumped on this opportunity and has been running the store ever since. 

In July, 2008, Mader’s Clover Market celebrated 100 years of consecutive operation. The store was initially opened in 1908. All tabs were tallied up on paper using nothing except your knowledge of math (no cash registers or calculators), produce was shipped in bags, and gas was less than a dime a litre. The original ‘grand opening’ flyer is framed and still hanging in the store. 

Peter employs lots of youth; in fact, the majority of the people working in his store are still in high school. He notes that he understands the importance of youth employment.

“These kids need job experience before they get into the harder work, and I’m glad to be the one that provides this opportunity”


Although a very rural community, Peter says that he has yet to see the effects of rural out-migration in Barss Corner. Even though a lot of his siblings moved to Halifax and some even go as far as New Brunswick, Peter doesn’t regret not moving to a more metropolitan area. He mentions that he had no reason to be worried about the future of his community because he is seeing more input than output in the area.

