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Alissa Ali is a 17 year old living in Pictou County, Nova Scotia where she is in her final year at Northumberland Regional High School. She has definitely made it a point to be involved in a number of initiatives concerning her school, community, climate change, and international issues. 
Alissa has been involved with her community’s Health Board and has recently represented that board at a provincial conference. She has also spent some time volunteering with her Local United Way of Canada Centraide which is an organization devoted to strengthening communities and improving quality of life for Canadians. Helping to build a sustainable and health community is important to Alissa but her efforts have definitely not stopped there. She is also involved in a number of international organizations that work to resolve climate change issues as well as social justice. Alissa has spent some time working with the International Climate Champions, a program that connects youth across the world to tackle issues concerning climate change and to find innovative solutions to educate the public. This has allowed her to travel to Ottawa, areas of the United States, and even as far as Scotland to attend conferences and talk about her experiences and projects. 
Her keen desires to help with international social justice, hunger relief, and overall public health has caused Alissa to get involved with a number of organizations and school clubs such as Invisible Children and a Multicultural Association. To add to her international initiatives, she has spent two weeks in Brazil as part of a youth leadership camp where groups of Canadian youth brought donations to the country to create a library and playroom at an orphanage in Sao Luis. 
Alissa has recently been a keynote speaker for the ‘EMPOWER!’ youth retreat which was held at Kejimkujik National Park in early October and organized by the Mersey Tobeatic Research Institute. At the retreat she spoke to a group of 40 highschool students from southwest Nova Scotia regarding her volunteer work and travels, and how becoming involved in environmental initiatives can make you an innovator and a leader. She also spoke about the importance of educating and influencing environmentally friendly behaviour to combat climate change. 
With loads of volunteer experience under her belt, and having gained some insight on climate change and world issues, Alissa is currently developing her own youth program which she plans to implement in schools across Nova Scotia. The project is called Students Educating on Climate Change (SECC) which will create a network of high school students volunteering their time to raise awareness about climate change and other environmental issues. She is planning a two-day conference next spring to bring together students from a number of schools across the province in an effort to get SECC up and running. 
For more information on SECC you can contact Alissa by email at alissa.a.ali@gmail.com
