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Jacklyn Bolivar is a 22 year old from Port Mouton, Nova Scotia. She has lived in the area her whole life and has really come to enjoy a rural lifestyle. She is drawn by the areas peacefulness, and her sense of adventure has allowed her to hike and explore the coastline of the many beaches. She has been involved for 4 years with the West Queens Medical First Responders, which is an organization that has allowed her to be first on scene of any emergency that requires advanced first aid. In high school she was involved in a club that gave her the opportunity to rack up approximately 300 hours of volunteer work in her community. 

Jacklyn attended Mount Allison University for 4 years and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in May of 2009. She completed her degree with honors in chemistry and conducted research on nano particles. While at university she was heavily involved with the athletics center and campus pool, as well as tutoring and being the co-president of the Mount A Chemistry Society. She enjoys interacting with people and helping out in her community whenever she can. This is one of the many reasons why she enjoys living in a rural area, because she feels like a real part of the community.

Jacklyn has just completed her 4th summer working with the Canadian Food Inspection Agency, inspecting and conducting forestry surveys. Most recently, she has been working on the Brown Spruce Long-horn Beetle project. This beetle was introduced to the Halifax area and defoliates brown spruce trees and it is Jacklyns’ job to monitor the spreading of the species in south-western Nova Scotia. It’s a field of work that she really enjoys and is looking to one day further her education in

When asked what motivates her and inspires her to do what she does she responded: “My motivational factor through university was money and family influence telling me to go to school. But what has made my mind up is through experience and actually spending my time in the field and seeing what different job options are out there. Having worked in that environment I have learned what is for me and what just isn’t. It took 2 years of working in a chemistry lab, seeing outside and seeing all the things I could be doing out there. Spending the 4 summers doing the field ecology stuff has shown me that it is what I would much rather be doing. I really enjoy working out in the environment and in an outdoor setting”.

She would really like to someday settle down in Port Mouton or elsewhere in rural Nova Scotia. She worries that with the current out-migration of people to more urban areas such as Halifax that smaller communities may begin to fall apart. She noted that “most have the mindset that they are just one person and don’t have the power to do anything. If people keep an open mind and realize that every bit of effort counts we can build and save what we have”.
