Profile of Megan Longmire

by Shaun Allain

Megan Longmire is a 16 year old from Bear River, Nova Scotia. She has lived here with her family her whole life and is currently going into grade 10 at the Annapolis West Education Center. At school Megan is involved part-time with an Enviro Club and likes to help when the group is involved in area clean-ups or developing green initiatives. It’s the kind of work she generally enjoys doing and it makes her feel that she’s making a contributing change to the environment. She’s been focusing her studies on science based courses and is really into biology and environmental classes. Her plans are to go to University somewhere here in the Maritimes once she graduates from high school and would like to get a degree that lands her in the environmental field. 
This summer (2009), Megan was hired on by the Nova Scotia Youth Conservation Corps and positioned with the L’sitkuk Environmental Youth Group working for her dad, Merwyn Longmire. Their goals this summer were to construct two traditional eel weirs in brooks that lead into, and form Bear River. The eel weirs are constructed of stones from the brooks that are piled up to form a ‘U’ shape in the middle of the brook and take up about ¾ of the brooks width. The purpose of the weirs’ are to capture individuals and determine relative numbers of the American Eel population that will be moving through the area in the fall. The eels are released soon after capture once they have been counted and weighed. Megan also mentioned that she hopes to catch a few Atlantic Salmon, a species of fish that have not been found migrating through the area for quite some time. When they were not building and maintaining the eel weirs, Megan and the rest of the youth group worked to create leadership camps and other workshops. These were aimed to educate youth about environmental issues happening in their area and help them learn how to get involved. 
When asked what inspires her to do all of the things that she does she responded, “definitely my dad”. “He got me involved in the L’sitkuk Environmental Youth Group when I was 12 years old and I’ve been in it for 4 years now”. Megan’s been living in rural Nova Scotia for her whole life and sees herself one day settling down in a similar area in the province. She mentioned that “a city is too busy and has a lot of people and I don’t do well with a crowd of people”. Megan hopes that there will be work available for her once she’s finished with school and if not she might even try and create work for herself. 
